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MENINGIE CHAMPIONSHIPS TO GO ON! 

The flood slowly making its way down the River Murray is seriously affecting all river communities but 

authorities have advised that the effect on the Lower Lakes (Lakes Alexandrina and Albert) will be 

minimal. The Arrow and Arafura Cadet Championships at Meningie will therefore go ahead as planned.  

The Meningie Sailing Club’s secretary attended a community meeting on 25 November and made the 

following notes:- 

We had many speakers, SA Water, SA Power Networks, Primary Industries SA, SES, Coorong District 

Council, Department for Environment and Water, Department of Transport and Infrastructure – and 

probably a couple more that I have missed. 

Anyhow the essence of it was, that all will be well. The authorities are aiming to keep the water level 

in Lake Albert to 1 metre above AHD (Australian Height Datum -- effectively sea level). The "normal" 

level of the water in Lake Albert is 0.65 metres AHD.  

The flood event in 1974/75 recorded around 180 Gigalitres per day entering the River Murray at the 

SA border. There are two predicted peaks, the first in early December of 165 Gigalitres and the second 

of around 180 to 200 Gigalitres in late December. Both of these peaks will take about 3 weeks to flow 

through to the Lower Lakes. 

SA Water & Department for Environment and Water explained that from now on all of the regulating 

gates of the Barrages will remain open unless unusually high tides and adverse wind activity need them 

to be closed to prevent sea water entering the system, and thus exacerbating the problem. This was 

how the flood levels were effectively managed for the 1974/75 flood event. 

The Department of Transport and Infrastructure explained that all modelling using this projected data 

shows that the Princes Highway will remain open between Tailem Bend and Meningie. 

Lake Albert Caravan Park is anticipating minimal effects on its sites. 

Travelling from NSW and Queensland 

The situation for travellers from these states is not so definite. The Newell Highway is currently closed 

in numerous places between Goondiwindi and Moree, between Forbes and West Wyalong and at 

Narrandera. Further south, the best route to traverse the Riverland would appear to be via the Sturt 

Highway through Hay and Balranald, crossing the River at Tooleybuc. 

The inland route has its problems, with the Mitchell Highway closed at Bourke and the Kidman Way 

at Wallanthery.  

The situation can be checked at any time on the state road authority web sites. For NSW it’s 

livetraffic.com and for Victoria it’s vicroads.vic.gov.au 

Of course it’s still four weeks to the Championships and provided that the rain eases, the roads should 

dry out and be re-opened. Journey times will increase as speed restrictions are highly likely. 

Oh, for a championship event without restrictions and dramas! 

 


